468        PAGAN PHILOSOPHY AND THE CHURCH     [CHAP.
the fixed stars, revolving night after night round the Pole. These,
once their invariable configuration had been noted, must be
thought of as fixed in a rigid though transparent sphere rotating
round the Earth. And if the stars are fixed in a sphere of this kind,
it seemed reasonable to explain the more unaccountable move-
ments of the other heavenly bodies in a similar way* There must be
similar spheres for the Sun and for the Moon and for the Five
Planets. If these were fixed in their spheres, their spheres must
move irregularly.
The believer in the Ptolemaic astronomy had therefore come to
regard the Earth on which he lived as surrounded by crystal,
transparent, but rigid, spheres, as the heart of an onion is encased
by its outer layers. This view immensely enhanced the importance
of each planet. It was no longer a tiny point of light mysteriously
wandering among the other heavenly bodies, but was the Lord of
a Sphere which encased the Earth itself. If it was high or low
above the ground, nearer or further from other heavenly bodies,
it seemed reasonable to suppose that it exerted a special influence
on the Earth and its inhabitants. And along with this belief there
was another, intimately bound up with the scientific character of
the Ptolemaic system. Whatever might be the rules of the courses
of the planets, the very observations that had led to the construc-
tion of the system had taught the comparative regularity and in-
evitableness with which the heavenly bodies, planets included, do
move* If then the planets (or their spheres) had an influence on
men, that influence came inevitably and inexorably. 'Astrology/
the natural child of Ptolemaic astronomy, is a doctrine of Fate, of
inevitable and inexorable Fate.
The soma-scma doctrine may be described as the reverse or
back-view of' the Immortality of the Soul/ The immortality of the
human soul is not a doctrine taught in the Bible, either in the Old
or New Testament A vivid belief that the God of all the earth
will in the end do right led most Jews to believe, from the time of
the Maccabaean rising onwards, that martyred saints would not
be unrewarded and that notorious sinners and persecutors, such
as Antiochus Epiphanes, would receive in their own persons the
due punishment for their evil deeds. So arose the belief in the
Resurrection of the Dead. It is a moral doctrine, not a physical
theory. The Greek notion of the immortality of the soul, on the
other hand, is not in itself moral but logical and psychological.
The soul of man, the Psyche^ the queer inhabitant of the human
body that in dreams seems to be able to wander outside at will,
only to be imperiously called back on waking, was held by many